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Time Out Youth Welcomes New Board and Staff

Following a strategic process,
the following individuals have been
elected to o three-year term on the
Tima Qut Youth Board: Christa
Carter, PhD, 5VP Corporote Retail
Basel Advisor, Walls Fargo; Jeremy
Carter, Principal of DEC Associates;
Ivey Groham, Senior Product
Suppport Analyst with Eclipsys:
Daniel Mavney, Partner, Sloon, Inc,;
Tracy Russ, Frincipal Consultent at
Russ Communications. Confinuing
our tradition of offering board seats
to our constituency, we have invited
the following youth te serve one-

yoear terms on our Boord: Ean
Weeds, who will be attending CPCC
in the fall, Loan Tran and Dang
Pham, both students af Phillip O.
Berry High School. Please join us in
walcoming these talented,
dedicated individvols who will be
working hard to further our mission
to servae the LGBTG! youth of
Charlotte. In oddition to the
changes in our Board, in March we
walcomed a new staff membar,
Candice langston, MEBA/MA, as
Development Director. This is o new
position created to meve our

organization forward in fundraising
and marketing.

In Jonwvary, we said goodbye to
Akelioh Stewart, who served us
taithfully as Youth Pregrams
Director for two years. Wa
expanded the dufies of Youth
Services Director, lourie Pils,
MSW, to meet the orgonization’s
needs. We are grateful to Akelich
for shoring her passion and many
lalents with wsl

Welcome to our new Board ond
Staff membaers!




Time Out Youth:
Family in Every

Sense of the Word

by Lowrie Pitts
| can’t really remember a

time in my life when | wasn’t aware
of Time Cul Yauth's exittance and in
arwe af the woark that iz done there.
In college, | mustered every bit of
courage | hod and wolked in the
door as a youth who was just
beginning the process of coming out.
Even though | was terrified, |
ramamber being glad that thal
particular door was there for me to
open. | went in ond in that instant,
my life changed. While | had quite
o few LGBTQ friends ond knew that
thera wara othar Falls like me in the
world and even in Charlote, what |
didn't know was that there were
adults who would support me
unconditionally. | carried that
knowledge with ma as | left collage
and Charlatte. 1t iz alwus thet
knaowledge thot informed my lite as
an activist and my later decision to
become a social warker,

The next fime | opened a
doar o Time Oul Yaulh il wos aver a
decada laler. | had moved back ta
Charlotte tor gradvate school.
When it was fime lo decide an
where | wanted to do my last secial
work internship, | knew that | wanted
Time Cut Youth to be that place. |
saw it as my chance to give back to
the ogency that, even though | only
wenl a few fimes, created o sort of
home bose for me when | neaded it
mast, 'What | didn't count on wos
how lucky | would feal to have the
opportunity o get lo know the
youth. As an intern, | thought that |
would be helping our youth to
navigate the world around them,
offer up my experiencas when
neaded, provide insight during
Monday night group, aducate the
community by working with our

Speakers Bureou, ond odvocate for
the best interasts of youth whenever
necassary. During that lime, |
learned more than | could ever hove
anticipated. | learned that our youth
would exceed our expeciations of
them every fime, if given the right
tools. | learned that our youth have
o far more important voice in
aducaling the community than |
could ever have. | also learned that
advocaling for what's bast for our
youth could be harder than | ever
imagined. | left my internship with a
great amount of sadness, but alwo
gratitude for the oppartunities |'d
baen given during my internship,
respect for the mission of the cgency
and o profound love for all of the
youth |°d had the privilege of
meeating along the way.

That love never disoppeared
and | have now been working ot
Time Cut Youth for a litle over a
year and in that time | feal blessed
to have seen such positive growth in
this agancy. |'m grateful for o Board
of Direclars thal iz committed la
helping our youth become the best
of whoewver it is they waont fo ba. I'm
grateful for an executive director
whe works firelassly 1o ensure that
the neads of our youth are met and
helps me bacome a betier social
worker with sach passing day.

Steve and | cften say that we, as
staff, are like a family to our youth.
W ara the ones they come to for
odvice on anything from schoal to
relationships to employmenl. We
share their viclories ond feel their
disoppaointments. What | also
realize is that they often do the
soma for us. | have a sis-month-old
doughter who visits aur office quite a
bit. When sha's there, | swear ihe
youth are as excited to see her as |
am. | waos walching one of our
youth holding her the cther day,
knowing all of the challengas that his
life had brought him and thought
that if she grews up with even o
Fraction of the strength and

compassion that this youth hos, she’ll
do alright in this world. Is there a
battar gift than that?

Open Doors...

Youlth board member, Matt
Kalnen, groduated from UNCC on
May 21 with a degree in
Manageman! Information Systams.
He bagan work with Hewilt
Associates on June 11, Following is
an excerpl from his resignafion letter
to the boord of directors, reflecling
on his experience of Time Out Youth.

Fellow Board Members and Friends,

| first came te TOY in August
of 2007 when | started college. |
spent my first summer working at
Duke Energy os part of the TOY
Imternship Pragram, gaining
knowledge and experience neadad
for my degree. A year later | was
invited back by Duke Energy as part
of their saloried internship program.
As | finish up my finals and tie up all
the loase ends, | hoppily raflect on
these accomplishments. | am more
than omazed at the taci that | have
gained a bachelors degree in three
years, and hove paid o significant
porfion of my schoaling along the
way.

Mone of my accomplish-
ments would hove bean possible
without support from Time Qul
Youth. Without the massive amount
of support and guidance this
organization has provided, | would
nol be where | am now. The
voluntesrs and stalf were a major
driving force leading to the
accomplishments that | have had,
and will have in the future. | can
honastly say that without the
constant afforts te always push me
to do better, | would be a very
different person fram what | hove
grown into loday. | am very excited
because af you to start the next
chapter of my life.

Thank You for Everything!
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Programs and Grants

Thanks to o genercus grant of
54,300 from the Wesley Mandini
Foundation, Time Oul Youth lounched
a School Oulreach Initictive in
Fabruary 2010. This effert consisted of
a mailing to every middle and high
school Principal, Assistant Principal,
Guidance Counselor and Social
Warker in our six county service area.
The mailing included information
about working with LGBTQ youth and
infarmation about the services Time
Out Youth offers. Additionally, Faith In
America ond Mitchell Gold donated
copies of Mitchell's book, CRISIS,
which were also sent lo each school.

Time Chut Youth was aluo recently
awarded two grants from the Charlotte
Lesbian and Gay Fund. An unresiricted
oparating grant of 518,500 will be
used to fund overhead expenses such
as rent and utilities and a Community
Cennactions grant of 53,000 will fund
a Voluntear Community Service
program for our youth beginning this

SUmmimer.

Cengratulations to our 2009 Neil
and Tim Griffin Scholarship winner,
Jarrell Waddell, who complated his
first year ot Johnson & Wales with a
GPA of 3.641 Says Jarrell, | stayed
on the Dean’s List this entire year. il
wasn't easy and | have Time Out
Youth te thank, in part. I'm grateful far
their trust and confidence. | have to
thank them so much for my success in
school and in my personal life and for
their love and encouraging words.”
The deadline far applications for the
2010 schelarship is July 18th.

Time Qut Youth Needs...
Computer Desks

Tall Backcases

Dehumidifier

Cord Tables

Darm-Size Fridge [3-4 cubic feat)
Boord Games

Office Supplies

Gift Cards

Large White-Board and Easel

Youth-Appropriate Mavies
and DVD's

2010 Board




Fund-Raisers, Friend-Raisers and More...

Petra’s Piane Bar recently

hested a ene-man show produced
by Stephen Seay cnd starring Sal
Garda called “Taolk of the Town™. A
portion of the proceeds from the
show, a coming of age and coming
aut story of a young man in rural
Texas, were donated to Time Out
Youth.

On February 24", the
Welcoming and Affirming Fellowship
of Myers Park Baptist Churdh hosted
Mitchell Gold, furniture designer,
gay rights activist and editer of
CRISIS: 40 Steries Revealing the
Personal, Social and Religious Pain
and Trauma of Growing Up Gay in
America. Speaking to an oudience
of nearly 200, induding several of
our youth, Mitchell addrassed the
unnecessary oshracism, and
hecrtbreck faced by many LGBTQ
youth. Following the program at
MPBC, Petra’s Piano Bar hosted an
intimate discussion by Gald, Brent
Childers, Executive Director of Faith
in America and Mat Comer, o
former Time Out Youth member, o
contributor to CRI5IS and editor of
G:Motes. Time Out Youth ond
Campus Pride co-sponsored the
avaning's events.

Time Out Youth
participated in Philanthropy Week,
sponsored by Morton's The
Steakhouse as the featured non-

profit on February 25", A porfion
of the sales wos donated to TOY.

Southern Country Charlotte
held its annual Queen City Stomp
the weekend of April 14th ot the
Airport Sheraton. Once again, Time
Qwt Youth was chosen as o
beneficiary of the event’s proceeds.

Cwr thanks to all these great
supportars

Youth Celebrations

Cn May 7th Time Out Youth
honored our graduating high school
and nnllgl seniors with a
graduation party. We are proud of
all our graduates who earned their
degrees, especially in light of the
high drep-out rate among LGBTQ
youth. June 11th was also o special
ni-gill for our ].ruuﬂ'l who celebrated
an Alternative Prom. TOY members
and their guests ware jgined by
volunteers, board members and
staff for an evening of foed, music

and dancing.

Connect With Usl

Join our group of 1000+
friends on Focebook! You can also
follow us on Twitter E@TimeOutYouth.
You'll find information obout our
programs, events and news! Don't
fu-rgIHn wizit TimrDul’I’uuTh.urﬂ and
tell your friends!

Help Us Go Green

Time Cut Youth is taking steps
lo “go green” and reduce our
carbon footprint, Thase
swggestions will alss make
communicaling wilh You easier
and Faslerl

TIME QUT YOUTH

1900 THE PLAZA

CHARLOTTE, WC 28205
7043448335
MMEQUTYOUTH.ORG
SETIMEQUTYOLUTH OM TWITTER
FIMD L5 ON FACEROORK
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